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DISEASES OF THE TEA BUSH

rim*.

low-country districts of Ceylon. The original bark usually
persists within the wound, and the, fructifications of the fungus
may be found in it.

fn other oases, the. bark is blackened and killed uniformly
down to the base of the branch, and the disease may continue
down the main stem and into the root. As the branch dies,
the leaves naturally wither and ultimately fall off. In thin
case the wood is uniformly discoloured, pale brown or greyish
brown. The Macrophontu fructifications occur in large num-
bers all along the dead hram*h#s, and cause
very minute cracks in the surface of the*
bark. In this form, the disease is n typical
" Die-back/'

In old bushes, the fungus often attacks
the younger branches, the red wood, at
their base. The whole branch may then
die off, though the bark and wood are
discoloured only in the lowest three incheH
or HO, the death of the upper being
due to the                of its          supply*

In many eases**however, only the outer
of the lower part of the branch
ara killed, and the centre in still able to
conduct water to the upper parts*    Henca
the upper part of the branch continue
to increase in thickneHft, and consequently
becomes  much  thicker than  the  lower
t, with a gnarled callus at its lower
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